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Dear Friends,

In 1997, the International Quilt Study Center began with an idea and a dream to create a program where quilts could be studied 
and preserved. As we celebrate our 20th anniversary at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, it is astonishing to see just how big 
that idea and dream have grown. 

Today we have a beautiful museum where quilts can be seen around the world. We welcome visitors near and far to enjoy world-
class exhibitions that highlight diverse quilts that exemplify art, culture, history and the complex layers they encompass.

This could not happen without friends like you. During the past year, your generous support made possible: 
632 acquisitions
17,144 visitors, including 1,375 First Friday attendees
41 exhibitions of varying sizes in 10 exhibition spaces at Quilt House
21 workshops with 486 participants
3,464 volunteer hours logged

This annual report expands upon those numbers and highlights notable achievements from July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017. In that 
time, our quilts and team members have traveled around the world. We have collected from previously unrepresented countries. 
We have expanded our network and reach. We have taken great strides to fulfill our mission every day. While we celebrate how far 
we have come on this journey, we have our sights set on the future and where we can go in the next 20 years. 

Thank you for being a luminary in our shining history.

Leslie C. Levy 
Ardis and Robert James 
Executive Director of Quilt House

1997-2017 | 20 YEARS OF QUILT STUDY
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COLLECTIONS
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632
9

quilts and objects
for the collection from

countries, including  
the United States.

During the past year,  
the museum acquired

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum collection continues 
to grow and change, particularly with the acquisition of studio art and 
international quilts.

Our team members viewed exhibitions across the country and 
around the world to meet and build relationships with emerging and 
established artists. At the same time, researchers continue to look 
for works to represent past and present quiltmaking and patchwork 
traditions worldwide. In particular, we are focused on expanding our 
Japanese collection and finding works from underrepresented areas, 
like Africa.

The museum is in the process of acquiring the Patricia Stoddard 
Collection of Rallis from Pakistan and India. This will give Quilt House 
one of the world’s most comprehensive Ralli collections, making the 
museum the top destination for viewing and researching these works.

We continue to enhance our collection of antique American and 
international antecedent quilts, focusing our collecting efforts 
on pieces with known provenance. One of our most significant 
acquisitions was a U.S. Sanitary Commission quilt. Documents suggest 
thousands were made during the U.S. Civil War, but fewer than 10 
remain with the official stamp.
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178 new acquisitions are 
designated as quilts, while the 
remainder are clothing, household 
items and other objects

123 are traditional American or 
antecedent quilts

23 are art quilts

32 quilts come from countries 
outside the United States, 
including: China, Egypt, France, 
Guatemala, India, Ireland, Japan 
and the United Kingdom



EXHIBITIONS
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5
41

traveling shows in the  
U.S. and Japan, plus

 installations at home.

Our growing exhibitions 
schedule included



THIS YEAR’S EXHIBITIONS WERE MADE POSSIBLE THANKS TO THE GENEROSITY OF 
NEBRASKA ARTS COUNCIL | NEBRASKA CULTURAL ENDOWMENT | HUMANITIES NEBRASKA 

ALLEY POYNER MACCHIETTO ARCHITECTURE | ACCUQUILT | AURIFIL | EQUILTER.COM  
HUGHES BROTHERS | MODA (UNITED NOTIONS) | MOUNTAIN MIST (FIBRIX) 

UNION BANK & TRUST | DR. CHARLES & CYNTHIA GIBSON
FRIENDS OF THE INTERNATIONAL QUILT STUDY CENTER & MUSEUM
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This year’s exhibitions pushed new boundaries at Quilt House. Major 
exhibitions included: 
•    Inside the Wrapper: The True Tales of the Mountain Mist Quilt Patterns  
•    Quilts of Southwest China
•    Contemporary Quilt Art from the International Quilt Festival Collection  
•    Amish Quilts and the Crafting of Diverse Traditions
•    QuiltScapes by Pauline Burbidge
•    Log Cabins by Luke Haynes
•    Quilt Japan
•    Layered Voices
•    Sacred Scraps: Quilt and Patchwork Traditions of Central Asia
•    Off the Grid: The Bill Volckening Collection 
•    Regarding Nebraska by Elizabeth Ingraham.

In September, Quilt House showed seven of the 143 United in Memory: 
9/11 Victims Memorial Quilt quilt panels, which the museum acquired in 
2015.  An additional 10 panels appeared at Quilt Festival in Houston in 
October. Our quilts also traveled abroad. Fanciful Flowers was seen by 
more than 300,000 people at the Tokyo International Great Quilt Festival. 
Hearts and Flowers traveled to the Texas Quilt Museum in June.

Auxiliary displays, including those in the newly remodeled Pumphrey 
Family Gallery, featured quilts commemorating the 100th Anniversary 
of the National Parks and works by emerging and established artists 
from around the world.

In creating our exhibition’s schedule, we strive to highlight works that 
represent the diverse nature of quilts throughout history and today.



A GLOBAL MISSION
Since 1997, our collection has grown to include more 
than 5,200 objects from more than 50 countries.
AFGHANISTAN • ALBANIA • AUSTRALIA • AUSTRIA • BANGLADESH  
BELGIUM • BHUTAN • BURMA • CANADA • CHINA • COSTA RICA 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO • DENMARK • EGYPT • ENGLAND  
FRANCE • GERMANY • GREECE • GUATEMALA • HAITI • INDIA 
INDONESIA • IRAN • IRELAND • ITALY • JAPAN • KYRGYZSTAN 
NETHERLANDS • NEW ZEALAND • NIGERIA • NORWAY • PAKISTAN  
PANAMA • PERU • PHILIPPINES • RUSSIA • SAUDI ARABIA  
SCOTLAND • SOUTH AFRICA • SOUTH KOREA • SRI LANKA • SWITZERLAND 
SYRIA • TAJIKISTAN • THAILAND • TIBET • TURKEY • TURKMENISTAN  
UNITED STATES • URUGUAY • UZBEKISTAN • VIETNAM • WALES • ZIMBABWE 



Our objects have traveled 
across the U.S. and around 

the world for exhibits in 
China, England, France, 

Italy and Japan.

This year, we had 
83,737 unique  
online visitors  

from more than  
85 countries view  

our quilts, exhibitions  
and resources.

BE PART OF OUR STORY AT QUILTSTUDY.ORG.



OUTREACH
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Programs at the International Quilt Study Center & Museum are 
designed to support exhibitions and our mission. In addition 
to holding traditional events, such as Tuesday Talks, First Friday, 
workshops and Quilt Identification Days, the museum introduced new 
activities to the calendar. In conjunction with “Quilts of Southwest 
China,” we held an expert panel and an afternoon of live music and 
dance performances. We collaborated with World of Quilts Travel for 
the Turkey Red Tour, a weekend of study centered on quilts from the 
IQSCM collection. In September Sheila Frampton Cooper was our Byron 
and Sara Rhodes Dillow Excellence Fund guest lecturer. In February, 
we launched the Mary Ghormley Memorial Lecture series with a 
presentation from Joe Cunningham.

On March 1, Nebraska celebrated 150 years of statehood. The museum 
participated in the Sesquicentennial festivities by displaying each 
of the 35 entries for the Nebraska 150 Quilt Contest and hosting 
the awards luncheon, where the grand prize was given to Dorothy 
Heidemann-Nelson. She received a $1,000 purchase award from the 
museum, and her quilt will be added to the permanent collection.

For the first time, the IQSCM partnered with the Studio Art Quilt 
Associates for its biennial academic conference. “Creation to Curation,” 
our joint symposium, welcomed more than 200 attendees to Lincoln, 
Nebraska, April 27-30. During symposium, registrants attended 
lectures and talks (including those led by our team and colleagues 
from the Department of Textiles, Merchandising and Fashion Design 
and Sheldon Museum of Art) and tours of our facility. 

Our team members traveled around the world to build and support 
our global audience. Executive Director Leslie Levy gave the opening 
lecture for “Making the Australian Quilt” at the National Gallery of 
Victoria in Australia. Assistant Curator of Exhibitions Jonathan Gregory 
presented a paper at the American Quilt Study Group’s annual seminar in 
Tempe, Arizona. Our team also attended the International Quilt Festival 
in Houston, Tokyo Quilt & Stitch Show and Tokyo International Quilt 
Festival, among other conferences and programs at home and abroad.

17,144
visitors July 1, 2016  

to June 30, 2017.

Quilt House welcomed

665 participated in National Quilting Day on March 20

207 attended “Creation to Curation” our joint symposium with Studio Art 
Quilt Associates, April 27-30.

248 went on Behind-the-Scenes tours of the Dillow Conservation Work 
Room and Collections Storage



Friends of the International Quilt 
Study Center & Museum hosted 
Featherweight Frenzy June 22-
24, to benefit the museum. The 
successful event included two 
sold-out workshops by Nova 
Montgomery and a day-long 
Vintage Marketplace capped off 
by a fireside chat with collector J.C. 
Elliott and lecture by Montgomery.
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THIS YEAR’S PUBLIC PROGRAMS WERE MADE POSSIBLE 
THANKS TO THE SUPPORT OF 

NEBRASKA ARTS COUNCIL AND NEBRASKA CULTURAL ENDOWMENT
BYRON AND SARA RHODES DILLOW EXCELLENCE FUND

MARY ANN BEAVERS FUND FOR PUBLIC PROGRAMMING & OUTREACH
MARY GHORMLEY MEMORIAL LECTURE FUND

ROBERT S. & MILDRED M. BAYNARD CHARITABLE TRUST
MARK & DIANN SORENSEN FUND FOR PUBLIC PROGRAMMING & OUTREACH

NATIONAL QUILTING DAY SPONSORS
ACCUQUILT | LINCOLN MODERN QUILT GUILD

AURIFIL | LINCOLN QUILTERS GUILD
CALICO HOUSE | NEBRASKA STATE QUILT GUILD
COSMIC COW | HANDI QUILTER | SEW CREATIVE  

“CREATION TO CURATION” SPONSORS
ROBERT & ARDIS JAMES FOUNDATION
INNOVA | MISTYFUSE | EQUILTER.COM

TEXTLES, MERCHANDISING & FASHION DESIGN
EAGLE PRINTING & SIGN | HANDI QUILTER

BOB STEPHENS & ASSOCIATES
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FINANCIAL REPORT | FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2016

EXPENSES

Personnel
$549,979

Acquisitions
$238,828

Operating
$188,611

Supplies
$102,642

Purchases for
Museum Shop Resale $64,376

Travel $29,426

INCOME

Foundation Funds Used
$643,115

Memberships $27,445

Nebraska  
Arts Council

$21,666

UNL/State
$169,433

Museum Shop
Gross Sales
$128,865

Workshops/
Exhibition Fees

$80,222

Admissions/Tours/
Rentals $69,563

Donations $33,373



SUPPORTERS
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ANNUAL SUPPORT FUND
Jean Ang
Russell & Pamela Anthony
Deanna Augustin
Clifden & Linda Banner
Jerry & Rosalie Barabas
Jergen Barber
David & Lynne Bassett
D. Brooks Betts
Susan Bishop
Lyndee Black
Kenneth & Norma Bliss
Henry & Marion Bloch  

Family Foundation
Dennis & Joan Brink
Mary Brown
Ronald & Susan Byars
Mrs. E.R. Campbell
David & Patricia Crews
Holly Crowe
Timothy & Ann Dillow Crowley
Reid & Susan Curtis
MD & Susan Deitchler
Nancy Dellarocco
Gerald & Karen Dimon
Lucille Driscoll
Steven & Jody Driver
Anita Ducey
Robert & Karen Duncan
Mary C. Edgar
Kenneth & Donna Elvik
Kenneth & Cynthia Erdman II
Steve & Janice Erwin
Mary K. Fons
Marianne Fons
Jean Ford
Dr. & Mrs. John M. Ford
Roland J. From
Charles R. & Julie Gall

Charles & Cynthia Gibson 
Sam & Kay Grimminger
Marlene B. Guroff
Daryl & Jan Hall
Donald Hall
William & Carlene Hall 
Hallmark Cards, Inc. 
Diane Harris
Brian & Sharon Hastings
Terry W. & Linda Haubold
DeLynn & Esther Hay
Gary & Wanda Hein
Michael & Jolene Henney
Jane Hood
Virginia Hughes
Peggy Ingram 
Ralph & Janice James
Cheryl G. Jenkins
Gregory A. Jensen
Jo Morton Quilts
Ann Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Roland E. Kassebaum
Margaret Keim
Alice Kinsler
Patricia Koza
Janet Kugler
Ruth Kupfer
Leslie Lane & Judith Bucklin Lane 
Robert & Janice Lau
Mary Leefers
Kenneth & Sharon Lubbers
Martin & Ruth Massengale
Mary Ann McEvoy
William & Lillian Mesner
Jack & Bonnie Miller
Larry & Jarina Mowrer
Jeanne C. Murray
Michele Myrom
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Neary

Irvin & Wanda Omtvedt
Mary Pack
Paul & Susan Paduano
Louis & Cathy James Paglia
Delores Hope Partridge
Mary G. Persyn
Patricia Powell
David & Sheryl Ruwe
Charles & Katherine Safris
Janet Scheerer
Michael Schied
Gladys E. Sorensen
Brian & Dona Stephan
Neil Stock
Robert & Vicki Swanson
Martha Brownlee Wallace
Marcia Weber
Keri & Chris Wheeler
James & Mary Wiebe
Donald & Catherine Witt
Victoria Findlay Wolfe
Debra Wozniak
Holly Zemke
Judith Allen Zinn

BUILDING FUND
Patricia Bolte
Cottonwood Quilters of Nebraska
Beverly A. Cunningham
David J. &  Majorie J. Kostelnik

MARY ANN BEAVERS FUND  
FOR PUBLIC PROGRAMMING  
& OUTREACH
Bill B. Beavers
Belinda Beavers Bell
Todd & Bethany Beavers Graves

COLLECTIONS FUND
York Area Quilt Guild

DEVELOPMENT FUND
Bill & Margrethe Ahlschwede
Sandra K. Johnson
Diane J. McKinnon
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gift
Thomas & Beverly Thurber

DIRECTOR’S FUND
Daniel J. & Leslie C. Levy

ENDOWMENT FUND
Dara L. Troutman

EXHIBITIONS FUND
Hazel Anthony
Diann Baldwin
David & Lynne Bassett
David & Joanna Baxter III
DelRae L. Beermann
Carrie Bence
Alix Bentrud
Kenneth & Norma Bliss
Helen Blumen
Ronald & Susan Byars
Jan Connolly
Dianne Cook
Robert S. & Deborah A. Csere
Douglas & Susan Deitchler
Carroll A. Dischner 
Steve D. & Janice Erwin
William & Jeannine Evans
Marilyn Fettinger
Mauro & Mary Fiore
LeAnn Larson Frobom
Matthew & Lisa Glathar
Lynn A. Glesne

Joyce Harvill
Terry & Linda Haubold
Michael & Patricia Heaton
Diane Hickey
Jonathan Holstein
Marion E. Jackson
Tony & Jeanne Jacobson
Jo Morton Quilts
Russell & Susan Johnson
Martha Kaempfe
Professor & Mrs. Stephen Kalish
Evie Kantor
Pamela Kinzie
Mary Ann Klussmann
Vivienne Kreer
Wanda Kruger
Sylvia Lell
Twyla Lidolph
H. Glynn Marsh
Mary McEvoy
Deborah McLean
Sharon Meisenheimer
William & Lillian Mesner
Polly Minick
Robert & Venita Mittelstaedt
Raymond & Kathleen Moore
Kathleen Murphy
Darrell & Nancy Nelson
Gwendolyn A. Newkirk
Susan Prasse
Carl & Sarah Purcell
Linda Reynolds
Roy & Susan Rogers
Viola Roker Living Trust
Raymond & Roby Schmidt
Estate of Mrs. Margaret L. Skoog
Mary Clare Stalp
Nancy L. Tanner
Todd & Shariel Thieszen

Martha Brownlee Wallace
Jim & Leanne Whetstone
Richard & Martha Wikert
James & Elizabeth Williamson
Doug & Lois Wilson 
Willard L. Witte
Marilyn Wood 
Huiyu Fank & Ying Zhou

GIVE TO LINCOLN DAY
Kandace Adams
Jean Ang
Esther Brabec
Ruth Campbell
Laura Chapman
David Clark Framing
Pat Caudill Cole
Pat Crews
Debra Dahab
Linda Daiker
Janee Dlugosh
Carolyn Ducey
Laura Gilbert
Sheila Green
Kay Grimminger
Pat Hackley
Diane Harris
Gary & Wanda Hein
Pat Kant
Tim Keelan
Star Ann Kloberdanz 
Carol Kusek
Joan M. Laughlin
Mary Ann Leefers
JoAnn Leung
Leslie C. Levy
Jean Lovell
Susan Macy
Marilyn McGahan
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Malcom Miles
Debra Lynn Miller
Kristina Morrow 
Dorothy Heidemann Nelson
Nancyann Nelson
Kelly Ostrander
Miriam Peterson
Marilynn Schnepf
Nesha Schumann
Rogene Silletto
Diann Sorensen
Thomas & Beverly Thurber
Leslie Tien
Susan Weber
Lois Wilson
Doris Yonker
Holly Zemke

GRANTS
Humanities Nebraska
Nebraska Arts Council

MARILYN HITZ IQSCM BIENNIAL 
SYMPOSIUM FUND
Dr. & Mrs. W. James Lewis

ROBERT & ARDIS JAMES 
FOUNDATION FUND
Robert James
Ralph & Janice James
Louis & Cathy James Paglia

LINDA PUMPHREY FUND
Linda Pumphrey

QUILT HOUSE FUND FOR  
PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Robert S. & Mildred Baynard Trust

SALT CREEK QUILTERS GUILD

MARK & DIANN SORENSEN 
FUND FOR PUBLIC 
PROGRAMMING & OUTREACH
Mark & Diann Sorensen

MARION WRIGHT PUBLIC 
PROGRAMS & EXCELLENCE FUND
Tom & Corrine Boulanger
Marion Ekstrom Wright
Walter & Sheryl Wright III

OTHER FUNDS
Anne Bilson
Calico House
Barbara Caron
Corner Quilter’s Club
Carolyn O’Bagy Davis
Deborah Divine
Marilyn Engler
Carol Gendler
Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry
Virginia Gunn
Christine Hanus-Schulenberg
Jonathan Holstein
Chris Johnson
Jennifer Keltner
Leslie & Judith Bucklin Lane 
Kenneth L. & Gayle LeGrand
Loose Threads
Janet Luton Perantoni
Robert & Constance Mierendorf
Polly Minick
Deb Roberts
Diann Sorensen
Marybeth Stalp
Sara M. Werner
Victoria Findlay Wolfe

IN MEMORY OF...
SARA DILLOW
Marcia Weber

BETTY W. DUNCAN
Orville D. & Lyn Dodd

MONA JEAN EASTER
Pat Hackley
Lois Wilson

HELEN ERICSON
George Corner
Emporia Regional Quilters Guild
Alfred & Phyllis Ericson
Denise & Stuart
Hume & Christine Donnan
Laurence & Barbra Gibson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Haase
Twyla & Tom Hansen
Nina & Stephen Haught
Russell & Myra Jones
Quilt House Staff
Flint Hills Regional Quilt Guild
Nancy Ray
Vicki Stout
Karla &  Dave Tinius
Richard & Barbara Voeltz
Bobbi Wells
Ruth Wendelin

SHIRLEY FOLSOM
Scott & Katherine Cather

GRACE “GAY” GALLUP
Irvin & Wanda Omtvedt
Paul & Mary Burrow 
Dottie Wolverton
Piecemakers

EDITH HUFFMAN
Vivienne Kreer

LADONNA ILTZSCH
Dennis & Lisa Butler

HEDDY KOHL
Lois Wilson

PAT FLYNN KYSER
Huntsville Macintosh Users Group  

PEGGY MUCK
Amy Moore

PAULINE “POLLY” PAYNE
Marilyn Engler

IN HONOR OF...
HAZEL ANTHONY
Russell & Pamela Anthony

CAROLYN DUCEY
Cottonwood Quilters of Nebraska

JUDY HENDRIX
P.E.O. Chapter in Omaha
Suzanne Schied

ROBERT HILLESTAD
Susan Bishop

LESLIE MAIN
Cottonwood Quilters of Nebraska

QUILT HOUSE STAFF
Gene & Ruth Campbell

MARY EKSTROM WRIGHT
Tom & Connie Boulanger

QUILT DONORS
Halley Anderson
Anoka County Historical Society
Judy Barczak
Jo Baxter
Eric Binnie
Lieselotte Burke
Kathleen Clement
Linda Colsh
Culler Middle School
Beverly Cunningham
Joe Cunningham
John & Carolyn Davis
Stephen Desroches
Marcia Miller Dohner
Philomena Durcan
John Ehrenhard
Richard Engberg
Ted & Phyllis Ericson

Sheila Frobuccino
Goodrich Middle School
Jackie Greenfield
Pat Hackley
Marilyn Handy
Julia Hansen
Sue Hottovy
Sharon Inskeep
Jan Lang
Lincoln Firefighters  

Benefit Association
Lincoln Quilters Guild
Emiko Toda Loeb
H. Glynn Marsh
Lynn Marcus
Susan Meller
Kathleen Murphy
Pam Najdowski
National Quilting Association
Penny Nii
Susan Osborn
Alan Pratt
Janet Price
Linda Pumphrey
Deb Roberts
Clarke Robinson
Kathy Rosenheck
Gerald Roy
Yasuko Saito
Janneken Smucker
Barbara Stevens
Vesterheim Norwegian Museum
Barbara Watler
Sherrill Weber
Jane Weidlund
Joan White
Stephanie Whitson

GUILD MEMBERSHIPS
Blue Valley Quilters
Omaha Weavers & Spinners Guild
Prairie Piecemakers
Quilter’s Guild of North Dakota
Salt Creek Quilters Guild

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Bill & Margrethe Ahlschwede
Hazel Anthony
Nancy Bavor
Lyndee Black
David & Patricia Crews
Gene & Linda Crump
David  & Linda Daiker
Diane Deahl
Donna DiNatle
Carroll Dischner
Kenneth & Cynthia Erdman
Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry
Marianne Fons
Judy Frederick
Carol Gendler
Virginia Gunn
Donald Hall 
Mike & Pat Heaton
Dorothy Heidemann-Nelson
Jonathan Holstein
Michael & Julie Jacobson
Ralph & Janice James
Robert James
Janice Kenner
Alice Kinsler
Louis & Carmen Kleager
Anthony & Carol Kusek
Andrea Krupa
Joan Laughlin
Cynthia Lewis
Bree MacTaggart
James &  Elaine Martin
Martin & Ruth Massengale
Daniel & Shirley Neary
Louis & Cathy James Paglia
Paulette Peters
Janet Phillips
Patty Jane Roth
Robert & Vicki Swanson
Tracy  Vaughn-Manley
Doug & Lois Wilson 
Katie Wilson
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Janet Phillips
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Lois Wilson
Holly Zemke
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EXHIBITIONS PREVIEW

Uncovered: The Ken Burns Collection 
January 19-May 13

Binding Threads:  
The James Family Collection

January 19-April 15

UNL Employee Quilt Show
February 21-March 18

Eiko Okano’s Delectable World
February 9-June 28

Velda Newman: Panorama
March 2-June 10

Molly Anderson:  
Intricate Embellishment

March 21-July 29

Rajasthani Quilts
April 17-August 26

Singular Fascination
May 4-August 30

War and Pieced: Soldier Quilts  
from the Annette Gero Collection

May 25-September 16

French Whole Cloth
June 15-October 28

LAUNCHED! “The Amish Story” the next chapter 
in the International Quilt Study Center & Museum’s 

“World Quilts” website is now live.

View it at worldquilts.quiltstudy.org/amishstory.

LIKE OUR COLOR SCHEME? The palette comes from Moda’s Collection for a Cause: 
Preservation. This was created using a circa 1830 British Medallion quilt from our collection as 
inspiration. Aurifil curated a line of thread to accompany it. Both lines benefit the International 
Quilt Study Center & Museum.

10 YEARS
AT QUILT HOUSE  |  2008-2018

Celebrating

DID YOU KNOW? The International Quilt Study 
Center & Museum welcomes dozens of special 
events every year, from employee retreats to 

receptions and so much more. If you are interested 
in hosting your upcoming event at Quilt House, go 
to http://www.quiltstudy.org/visit/facility_rental/ 

for more information.


