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Dear Friends,

Since 2008 the International Quilt Study Center & Museum has gone from a storage room to 
a world-class facility with a global collection and audience. While each of our 10 years as a 
museum has been special, this milestone year has been especially remarkable. 

“Uncovered: The Ken Burns Collection” enabled us to collaborate with NET’s “Nebraska Stories” 
to produce an episode about his collection and our museum. The resulting segment received 
more than 2 million views on the NET website—and millions more on social media—making 
it the most viewed segment in their history. 

Partnerships with the American Folk Art Museum, Quiltmania’s “Pour l’Amour du Fil,” the 
Mary Ghormley Memorial Lecture Series and other entities gave us the platform to share our 
mission and vision with friends, new and old, around the world.

We had record-setting attendance. We launched a new interactive and informative website. 
We welcomed new team members. We increased our donor base. And we are only just 
beginning to scratch the surface of our dreams for the future.

It is truly an honor for our team to share a few notable highlights from this past year with you 
as we set our sights on what the days ahead of us will bring.

Leslie C. Levy, JD
Ardis and Robert James
Executive Director of Quilt House

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum’s mission is to build a global collection  
and audience that celebrate the cultural and artistic significance of quilts.

10 YEARS
AT QUILT HOUSE  |  2008-2018

Celebrating
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The International Quilt Study Center & Museum’s global 
collection now stands at more than 5,500 quilts and related 
textiles. In 2017-2018 the International Quilt Study Center & 
Museum’s Acquisitions Committee set its sights on growing 
the museum’s international and studio art quilt collections.

Many of these quilts were acquired to strengthen scheduled 
exhibitions. The museum added two full-size and 20 miniature 
quilts by Japanese maker Eiko Okano. They appeared in Eiko 
Okano’s Delectable World in the Center Gallery from February 9 
–June 28.

The museum acquired 17 pieces from Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Ghana and Nigeria. These pieces will be featured 
in From Kente to Kuba: Stitched Textiles from West and Central 
Africa, which opens December 7.

The collection now includes 24 wall hanging-sized quilts from 
Russia. Made in the late 1990s, they depict traditional Russian 
folk tales and architecture. Our team looks forward to learning 
about these pieces—such as translating the labels on the 
back, which contain information about the makers and quilts 
themselves. These are tentatively scheduled for display in 2020.

IQSCM’s collection of European studio art quilts grew 
significantly. It includes works from Genevieve Attinger of 
France, Esther Bornemisza of Hungary, Mariel Clarmont 
of France, Maryline Colliold-Robert of Switzerland, Willy 
Doreleijers of the Netherlands, Katriina Flensburg of Sweden, 
Sara Impey of England, Isabelle Wiessler of Germany and Anne 
Woringer of France. American studio art quilt acquisitions 
includes work from Ann Carroll, Kathryn Clark, Jean Hewes and 
Elizabeth Ingraham.

In addition to quilts and textiles, the museum added to its 
archival collection with contributions from Mary Bywater Cross, 
Merikay Waldvogel and Quilt National.

“Eiko Okano’s Delectable World,” 
on display Feb. 9–June 28, drew 
from the museum’s collection of 

the Japanese maker’s work.
Photo by Larry Gawel

265
New acquisitions to the 

collection, including 168 
quilts and 97 objects

Outside of the U.S., 
traditional quilts acquired 
from Canada, China, the 

Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, England, Ghana, 
India, Iran (Persia), Laos, 
The Netherlands, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Russia, Turkey  

and Uzbekistan

Acquired studio art/ 
contemporary quilts 

from England, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Japan, 
The Netherlands, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the U.S.
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“War and Pieced: The Annette 
Gero Collection of Quilts 

from Military Fabrics” was a 
collaborative exhibition between 

the International Quilt Study 
Center & Museum  and the 

American Folk Art Museum in 
New York City. It appeared the 
West Gallery May 24–Sept. 16. 

Photo by Larry Gawel

A LOOK AHEAD
at 2018-2019

“Marti Michell and the 
Business of Quilts” 

(July 6–Nov. 15)

“The Mark Dunn Collection” 
(Sept. 7–Jan. 10)

“Cheddar Quilts from the 
Joanna S. Rose Collection” 

(Oct. 5–Feb. 3)

“From Kente to Kuba: 
Stitched Textiles from West 

and Central Africa” 
(Dec. 7–May 12)

“Stitching the Transatlantic: 
Liberian Quilts from the 
John Singler Collection”

(Jan. 18–June 16)

“Collecting and Recollecting: 
Contemporary Quilts in 

Western India” (Feb. 22–July 
14)

“Los Desconocidos: Migrant 
Quilts”

(March 15–June 27)

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum’s 2017-2018 
exhibitions schedule drew national and international attention 
from media and visitors alike. Pulling from its own extensive 
collection, the museum’s exhibitions were also supported by 
loaned objects and expertise from notable artists, makers, 
private collectors and scholars.  

Major exhibitions opening during the fiscal year include:
• Block by Block: American Quilts in the Industrial Age (August 4–

November 30)
• Small Talk (September 2–February 4)
• Voltage: Quilts by Erica Waaser (September 29–February 25)
• Made by Hand (January 5–April 29)
• Uncovered: The Ken Burns Collection (January 19–May 13)
• Eiko Okano’s Delectable World (February 9–June 28)
• Velda Newman: Panorama (April 2–June 10)
• Singular Fascination (May 4–August 30)
• War and Pieced: The Annette Gero Collection of Quilts from 

Military Fabrics (May 25–September 16)
• Color and Contour: Provençal Quilts and Domestic Objects 

(June 15–October 28)

Uncovered: The Ken Burns Collection gave audiences a first-ever 
look at the documentary film-maker’s private collection.  
It garnered significant media attention and drew record-setting 
attendance.

IQSCM collaborated with world-renown scholar and collector 
Annette Gero and the American Folk Art Museum in New York 
City to produce War and Pieced. Featuring Gero’s collection, 
in addition to a handful of pieces from the museum’s own 
collection of soldier’s quilts, the exhibition debuted at AFAM in 
the fall before appearing at the IQSCM during the summer.

Our quilts will reach more international audiences next year, 
with shows scheduled in Japan and England.
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“Uncovered: The Ken Burns Collection” appeared in the  
West Gallery Jan. 19–May 13 featuring pieces on loan  
from the documentary film-maker’s private collection.
Photo by Larry Gawel
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Celebrating the 10th anniversary of Quilt House gave the 
museum’s team an opportunity to explore new ways of 
engaging audiences, including live performances, workshops, 
lectures, parties and more.

With thousands of visitors from around the world traveling 
to Nebraska to view the total solar eclipse on August 21, 
the IQSCM drew some of these visitors by holding our first 
pop-up exhibit in the Dillow Conservation Work Room. A 
Rare Occurrence showcased nine quilts, including traditional 
American, international and studio art quilts. To follow-up this 
successful display, additional pop-ups included The Haunting of 
Quilt House in October, Hawaiian Holiday in December and C’est 
Magnifique in February. 

The 2018 Tuesday Talk series has been a crowd favorite with 
attendance increasing by 60 percent. “Stitched in Nebraska” 
highlighted several contemporary local artists and makers, 
who brought samples of their work along with stories to share.

IQSCM commemorated its 10th anniversary by inviting families 
in our neighborhood—and from throughout Lincoln— for a 
Birthday Block Party on May 4. With an arts and crafts table, 
bean bag toss, face painting, Dairy Store ice cream, a live 
performance from “The String Beans” and more, the event drew 
545 attendees, many who came for the first time.

The museum continued to build relationships with students 
and educators at the University of Nebraska, Southeast 
Community College, Nebraska Wesleyan, Lincoln Public 
Schools and beyond. One particular highlight was working 
with students from LPS’s Arts and Humanities Focus Program. 
After touring the museum, students created paper and fabric 
quilt blocks in response to what they saw. Their work later 
appeared in the museum’s Beavers Terrace Gallery in a display 
from August 1–November 14.

“Singular Fascination”  appeared 
May 4–Aug. 30 in the Peg Coryell 

Gallery. It was guest-curated 
by Jennifer Keltner, editor of 
“American Quilt Treasures.”

Photo by Larry Gawel

214 workshop participants

663 behind-the-scenes tours 
of the Byron &  

Sara Rhodes Dillow  
Conservation Work Room  
and Collections Storage

545 attendees at the  
Quilt House Birthday Block 

Party on May 4

20,240 visitors through the 
doors between July 1, 2017 

and June 30, 2018
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GRANTS
Lincoln Community 

Foundation
Nebraska Arts Council
Nebraska Cultural 

Endowment
Nebraska Tourism 

Commission

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Aurifil
eQuilter
Hughes Brothers
Moda Fabrics | United Notions

NATIONAL QUILTING DAY
AccuQuilt/TekBrands
Aurifil 
Cosmic Cow
Crafthouse
Handi Quilter
Sew Creative

BLOCK PARTY SPONSORS
Colby Ridge Popcorn & Ice 

Cream
Hy-Vee
UNL Dairy Store

TOTAL NEW FUNDRAISING
Donations to IQSCM (includes Friends, Sponsors & Grants)

Donations to University of Nebraska Foundation

Total Gifts in Kind

FY 2018
TOTAL: $512,319
July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018

$51,590 $133,277

$327,452

FY 2017
July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017

TOTAL: $315,228

$161,715 $85,098

$68,415
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Dorothy Neill
Don & Dorothy Heidemann-Nelson
Gwendolyn Newkirk
Karyl Newman
Robert E. & Helen M. Nichols
Martha & Dennis Oakes
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Kathleen Parrott & David 

Wechtaluk
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Bill Beavers
Belinda Beavers Bell
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FOUNDATION
Ralph & Janice James
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MARK & DIANN SORENSON 
FUND FOR PUBLIC 
PROGRAMMING & OUTREACH
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Walter & Sheryl Wright III
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GIVE TO LINCOLN DAY
Kandace Adams
Jean Ang
Willa Ayres
Jo Anne Bair
Nancy Bardach
David & Joanna Baxter, III
Bits & Pieces Quilt Club
Lyndee Black
Janelle & Douglas Bruning
Calico Quilt Club
Jack & Sally Campbell
Pat Caudill Cole
Laura Chapman
David Clark
David Clark & Jay Conrad
Jamey Crandall
Patricia Crews 
Custer’s Last Stitch Quilt Guild
Debra Dahab
Linda &  David Daiker
Donna di Natale
Janee & Larry Dlugosh
Dennis Dohner
Carolyn Ducey
LaVonne Dunetts
Cynthia Erdman
Stephanie Fisher
Carol Fritzler
Carol & John Gale
Jeanne Garvin
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Sheila Green
Kay Grimminger
Pat Hackley

Marin Hanson
Diane Harris
Dorothy Heidemann-Nelson
Gary & Wanda Hein
Kay Hesse
Robert Hillestad
Fred & Julie Hoppe
Susan Hottovy
Ruth Johnson
Tommi Jones
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Timothy Keelan
Diane & Carly Kennedy
Carolyn Kitterer
Marjorie Kostlenik
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Joan Laughlin
Mary Ann Leefers
JoAnn Leung
Dan & Leslie Levy
Susan Macy
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Kathleen McCabe
Bill & Marilyn McGahan
Sara Jane Miles
Debra Lynn Miller
Darrell & Nancyann Nelson
Kelly Ostrander 
Mary & Dale Ourecky
Patricia Parrott
June Pederson
Miriam Peterson
Piecemakers Quilt Guild
Lisa Pollard
Prairie Quilt Guild
Loris L. Purtzer
Sandhills Quilt Guild
Marilynn Schnepf
Glen &  Nesha Schumann
Joy Shalla Glenn
Vicky Skuodas
Deanna Suhr
Dianne Thomas
Leslie Tien
UNANIMOUS
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Chris T. Johnson
Jennifer Keltner

GUILD MEMBERSHIPS
Prairie Piecemakers Guild
Salt Creek Quilters Guild

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Bill & Margrethe Ahlschwede
Nancy Bavor
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Diane Deahl
Donna di Natale
Carroll Dischner
Kenneth & Cynthia Erdman II
Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry
Marilyn Fettinger
Marianne Fons
Judy Frederick
Carol Gendler
Sam & Kay Grimminger
William & Carlene Hall
DeLynn & Esther Hay
Mike & Pat Heaton
Don & Dorothy Heidemann-Nelson

Jonathan Holstein
Michael & Julie Jacobson
Ralph & Janice James
Alice Kinsler
Louis & Carmen Kleager
Carol & Anthony Kusek
Joan Laughlin
Cynthia Levis
James & Elaine Martin
Martin & Ruth Massengale
Dan & Shirley Neary
Paulette Peters
Janet Phillips
Patty Jane Roth
Susan Salser
Michael & Bev Sheeley
Nancy Smith
Patricia J. Stava
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Louis & Cathy Paglia
Mark & Diann Sorensen
Robert & Vicki Swanson

IN HONOR OF... 

IN MEMORY OF... 

QUILT DONORS

CAROLYN DUCEY
Pat Hackley

LYNNE GREGG
Jean Heselden

PAT HACKLEY
Nancy Tanner

JUDY HENDRIX
Suzanne Schied

RALPH JAMES

KAY D. CAMERON
Deborah Neumann

COTTONWOOD QUILT GUILD 
MEMBERS 

EILEEN DUBOIS
Sandra & Ronald Kassebaum

SARA E. DILLOW
Ronald & Susan Byars

GWENETH MOXHAM EICKMAN 
Susan Eickman Weber

MILDRED EVANS
Leslie Anderson
Lawrence & Marit Ross 
Carole Shankle

MARIAN FOSLER
Nebraska Independent Fabric 

Shops

NANCY FREDERICK
Joyce & Roger Carle

LYLA HERGERT
Larry G. Hergert 

KAREN HYING
York Area Quilt Guild

ARDIS JAMES
Ralph & Janice James

PATRICIA A LARSEN
William E. Larsen

DEANNE K. MACK
Deanna & Jeffrey Acklie

FRANCIS MURAY
Marion Ekstrom Wright

EVANGELINE PERKINS
Priscilla Grew
LYNN PHILLIPS
Robert L. Phillips

LOIS SALDANA
Bruce & Jan Saldana

KARLEEN STUTZMAN
Lynn & Janice Fisher
Charli Richters

EMOGENE M. SULLIVAN
Kenneth & Betty Fischer
George F. Sullivan

ODETTE TEEL
Harold Teel

LENA WEBER
Fred & Mary Anne Guggenmos III

GINGER WHITE
Jean Heselden

Beverly G. Baker
Judy Barczak
Ellen Bassuk

Kathie Baumbach
David & Joanna Baxter III
Gaye Berge-Sprout
Judith Bird
Eszter Bornemisza
Mary Alice Brown
Frances Burroughs
Mary Bywater Cross
Mark Calhoon
Duane Christensen
Mariel Clarmont
College of Education & Human 

Sciences
Patricia Cox
Robert De Carli
Andrew Del Preore
Kathleen Downing-Schaefer
Lisa Ellis
Judy Elwood
Ted & Phyllis Ericson
Lisa Genesen
Libbie Gottschalk
Jackie Greenfield
Sarah Gregerson
Rhonda Griess
Susan & Nimet Habachy
Sara Impey
David H. Janowitz
Mary Beth Johnson
Alice Kevetter Ragain
Roderick Kiracofe
John & Gail Lambertz
Fran Pachta & Olga Lehr
Lincoln Quilter’s Guild
Patricia Malarcher
Christine Martens
Gail Martin
Daryl Massey Bladen
Elizabeth Nelson
Elizabeth Oguss
OhioHealth Riverside Methodist 

Hospital
Eiko Okano
Patty Ozga
Adele Phillips
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“Made by Hand” appeared in the Peg Coryell Gallery Jan. 5-April 29, in support of 
the museum’s new publication “American Quilts in the Industrial Age, 1870-1940.” 
Photo by Larry Gawel
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